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30 SECONDS WITH THE MAYOR
Transit Oriented Development (TOD)

Transit-oriented development is an approach to development that focuses on land uses within one-quarter mile of a transit station or within a transit corridor. Typically, it is characterized by:

· A mix of uses (residential, commercial, etc.)

· Moderate to high density population levels

· Pedestrian-friendly infrastructure

· Transportation choices

· Reduced parking to population ratios

· High quality design

· Mixed income housing choices

RATIONALE

Transit-oriented development is a response to:

· Rising energy prices

· Road congestion / greenhouse gas emissions

· Shrinking household sizes / aging populations

· Increasing demand for urban living

· Interest in green building and walkable neighborhoods

A recent study found that at least a quarter of all housing demand in the next 20 years - some 14.6 million households - will be for homes and apartments within half a mile of rail transit stations.
 This high level of demand is reflected in the prevalence of higher rents and land values near transit across the country. YOU MAY WISH TO SUBSTITUTE DATA THAT REFLECTS LOCAL TRENDS AND NEEDS IN THIS SECTION. ALSO, MANY COMMUNITIES’ COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND ZONING REGULATIONS CURRENTLY PROHIBIT TOD. YOU SHOULD INCLUDE INFORMATION ON YOUR LOCAL CONDITIONS.
PROPOSED ACTION 

To adopt Transit Oriented Development as the principle framework for land development within OUR CITY. 

or

To introduce changes to local zoning regulations and city planning documents such that they will support TOD-style projects.
RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS

1. Establish a TOD Task Force to 

· assess current zoning and land use regulations

· develop guidelines for a TOD Overlay District

· identify viable funding model to support targeted development
· solicit input from and build support among real estate developers, housing authorities, zoning board, transportation authorities, neighborhood groups, and other key stakeholders
2. City Resolution supporting creation of TOD Task Force, and affirming links between land use and climate change.







� "Hidden in Plain Sight: Capturing the Demand for Housing Near Transit, Reconnecting America's Center for Transit-Oriented Development," 2005







