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GROWING LOCAL GREEN JOBS & STRENGTHENING THE LOCAL ECONOMY
The needs to address climate change and to improve stewardship of natural resources create unique opportunities for local economic development. Increased public and private funding reflect that growing the green economy is a priority for federal and state governments, as well as the investment sector. OUR CITY would be well-served in exploring how to access and to leverage these opportunities, particularly as they align with short- and long-term local economic goals.
PROPOSED OUR CITY GREEN ECONOMY TASK FORCE 
Create a Green Economy Task Force to assess best opportunities for green business & economic development locally. Task Force members should reflect constituencies vital to local economic development, such as businesses, educational institutions, labor organizations, and workforce development agencies. The Task Force would answer key questions including:
· What makes for a successful local green economy? 

· Given the lack of a standard definition, how should we define “green jobs” and “green economy” for our region?

· Where are the strongest opportunities for the development of green industries and green jobs in our community? How do these opportunities align with our current comprehensive development plans?

· How can we support job creation through the greening of existing local businesses?

· How well prepared is our local workforce to meet the needs of new green industries?

· What types of national, state, local incentives are available to support the greening of existing local businesses?

· What policies and practices will ensure that green jobs will go to the under- or unemployed in our low-income communities? 
· What changes will be necessary to local &/or state codes to foster targeted green businesses?
PROPOSED TIMELINE

The Task Force would issue its findings and recommendations within 6 months.

PROGRAM BENEFITS
Identification of best practices re: incentives, financing, and performance metrics.
Collaboration and buy-in from key stakeholders.

Third-party recommendations and suggested strategy.

If the Task Force is successful the effort could grow into a Green Economy Commission.

PROJECTED COSTS

Estimated Cost: None (No direct costs if organized by city staff)


