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30 SECONDS WITH THE MAYOR
Construction & Demolition (C&D)                     Waste Diversion Ordinance
Construction and demolition (C&D) waste is defined as excess material produced during new construction, renovation, and demolition of buildings and structures. Much of C&D waste is reusable or recyclable. C&D waste comprises almost 40% of landfill material nationally. 
The high volume of C&D waste in landfills has major enviornmental costs including: Increased greenhouse gas emissions; polluted soil and groundwater; poor air quality; negative impacts on natural habitats; and human health impacts.

CURRENT LANDFILL COSTS
Annual O&M cost: $###,###
Annual land cost: $###,###
Annual C&D waste cost: $###,###
PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
A C&D waste diversion ordinance would give authority to enforce program requirements, including:

· Issuance of project permits tied to ordinance requirements

· Required completion of a waste management plan before start of construction or demolition 

· Proof of compliance with weight tickets and diversion facility receipts

· Deposit proportional to project size (by sq ft or weight) returnable upon proof of compliance

· Field inspections of on-site practices
PROGRAM BENEFITS
A C&D waste diversion program would provide significant and immediate benefits, including:

· Reduces need to expand or open new landfills 
· Reduces greenhouse gas emissions
· Supports local economic development 

· Collection and processing phases provide low skilled and entry-level jobs 
· Provides small business development opportunities and job training outlets

· Recycling and reuse industries create jobs and revenue

· Provides tax benefits - Donations to local nonprofits provide tax benefit to donors

· Reduces builders’ disposal costs - Recycling typically cheaper than landfill disposal fees

· Reduces builders’ construction costs - Material reuse cheaper than virgin building materials 
PROGRAM COSTS & REVENUE
Estimated Annual Program Cost:
Estimated Annual Program Revenue (fee-based):








